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Dear readers! 

 

The first year of the project’s implementation is 
over and its results are reflected in Interim report 
that has been submitted to the Delegation of the 
European Commission for evaluation. 
 
Following activities have been implemented since 
the beginning of 2008: 

� Seminar “Business sector as partner in CBC”, 
Vyborg, Russia, 12 February 

� Third Coordination Group meeting, Vyborg, 13 
February  

� Seminar “Role of educational and research 
organizations in cross-border cooperation”, 
Minsk-Belovezhskaya Puscha (Belarus-Poland), 
27-30 May 

� Seminar “Models of cross-border cooperation: 
experience of Baltic Sea Region and Barents 
Region”, Murmansk (Russia), 26-27 June 

Besides, representatives of the project partners got 
the opportunity to take part in three additional CBC 
events:  

� Conference “Baltic Sea Region Programme 
2007-2013: new partnership opportunities for 
Russian and Belorussian regions”, Saint-
Petersburg (Russia), 16-17 April 

� Conference “Regional development challenges 
of EU border regions in the context of the 
interaction between the EU and countries of its 
immediate “neighbourhood”, Tartu (Estonia), 
16-17 June 

� Summer School on CBC, Tartu-Värska-Pechory, 
(Estonia-Russia) 18-20 June  

In March the process of the project’s registration in 
the Commission for international humanitarian and 
technical aid issues under the jurisdiction of the 
Government of the Russian Federation was 
completed. According to the Certificate #6008 
issued by the Commission, financial support 
granted to BEN-East project’s implementation is 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

considered to be technical aid not imposed on 
taxes.   

BEN and BEN-East projects strategy is continuously 
under discussion. Brainstorming meeting focusing 
on new project ideas to develop projects’ network 
was held in Tallinn on March, 31. As one of the 
results of the meeting, a project idea on creative 
industries was worked out. The application is going 
to be sent for consideration within the Baltic Sea 
Region Programme in fall 2008.  
 
In the third newsletter you will find a brief review 
of last events held in the frames of the project and 
get information about CBC related activities that 
will take place in fall 2008.  
 
The project has reached its final stage. There are 
only two main events left: Round table that will be 
held in Pskov, Russia, on September 29-30 in the 
frames of a considerable Annual International 
Conference “Cross-border cooperation: the Russian 
Federation, the European Union and Norway” and a 
final conference of the project intended to take 
place on December 11-12 in Petrozavodsk, Russia.   
 

Let’s wish success to all of us!  
 

 

 

Pavel Petrov 

 
Head of Nordic Council of Ministers Contact Center 
in Petrozavodsk 
 
BEN-East project coordinator 
 
E-mail: pp@norden.ru  
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Business cooperation enhanced within BEN-
East project 

“Business sector is an important partner of cross-
border cooperation”. This statement was proved at 
the seminar “Business sector involvement into 

cross-border cooperation” hosted by the 
Administration of Vyborg district municipality 
(Leningrad region) that took place on 13 February 
2008 in the Vyborg Castle. 

During the seminar best practices of cooperation 
between public and business sectors in cross-
border activities were presented by members of 
Vyborg administration, local business associations, 
academic and commercial representatives from 
Republic of Karelia, St. Petersburg, Pskov, 
Murmansk and Republic of Belarus. Workshop on 
development of new cooperation models was 
organized during the seminar where all BEN-East 
partner regions participated and presented their 
views on the role of business in CBC. 
Representatives of the Consulate-General of Poland 
in St. Petersburg as the country closely involved 
into cross-border cooperation in the Baltic Sea 
region also took part at the event and reported 
about the economical relations between Poland and 
Russia. 

Study-visit to “National wine terminal” (a part of 
Vyborg Industrial Park) and excursion along Vyborg 
Castle were also organized as a part of the event. 

  
Vyborg Castle, seminar venue 

The seminar was accompanied by the third 
Coordination Group meeting of BEN-East project 
headed by the Nordic Council of Ministers 
Information office in St. Petersburg. It was held in 

 

 

the premises of the Administration of Vyborg 
district municipality on 12 February. Members of 
the Coordination Group discussed ongoing activities 
and events held in the frames of the project, 
worked on the report to the Delegation of the 
European Commission to Russia and exchanged 
opinions on perspectives of further cooperation 
within BEN project's network. 

         
Third Coordination Group meeting                                     

of BEN-East project 

 

BEN and BEN-East projects strategy being 

discussed 

 

Brainstorming meeting focusing on new project 
ideas to develop BEN and BEN-East network held in 
Tallinn on March, 31 
 
BEN project (“Baltic Euroregional Network”) that 
has been coordinated by the Nordic Council of 
Ministers Office in Lithuania was officially closed 
during the final conference in Jelgava, Latvia and 
now it’s time to develop new project ideas in order 
to contribute to existing partners’ network. 
Different opportunities for getting funding to 
extend BEN and BEN-East activities were discussed 
during brainstorming meeting held in Tallinn on 
March, 31. 
 
Šarūnas Radvilavičius, BEN project coordinator, 
spoke about two main financial tools – Baltic Sea 
Region Programme 2007 – 2013 and INTERREG IV 
C - that could be used to enhance cooperation in 
the Baltic Sea area. Representatives of BEN and 
BEN-East project partners such as Council of the 
Baltic Sea States (CBSS), Nordic Council of 
Ministers Information Office in Saint-Petersburg, 
NCM Office in Estonia, Tallinn-Helsinki Euroregio, 
Euroregion Sesupe, Administration of Vyborg 
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district municipality of Leningrad region and some 
other  cross-border institutions discussed various 
project ideas that could get support within those 
two programmes.  
 
Among the most interesting topics were Creative 
businesses in the BSR, border obstacles for cross-
border cooperation, CBC clusters, CBC and 
educational institutions, environmental policy in the 
Baltic Sea and Black Sea regions.  
 

 
Meeting room 

 

The best project ideas will be formulated according 
to the application requirements of BSR Programme 
and INTERREG IV C and sent for consideration in 
fall 2008. 
 
More about BEN project: 
http://www.benproject.org/en 

 

 

Enhancing networking in the Baltic Sea 
Region 

Conference “Baltic Sea 
Region Programme 2007-
2013: new partnership 
opportunities for Russian 
and Belorussian regions” was held Saint-Petersburg 

On 16-17 April 2008 BEN-East project partners 
interested in working out new project ideas took 
part in the conference devoted to the new 
European Neighbourhood and Partnership 
Instrument (ENPI) that will substitute the Tacis 
Neighbourhood Programme. Being an integrated 
element of the Baltic Sea Region Programme 2007  

 

 

 

- 2013, it will bring new opportunities of 
transnational cooperation for Russian and 
Belarusian partners with the European Union and 
Norway. 

During the conference the results of 28 projects 
being successfully implemented under the Baltic 
Sea Region INTERREG III B Neighbourhood 
Programme were presented. Three projects’ 
coordinators and representatives of partners’ 
network got an opportunity to speak about 
achieved outputs and difficulties that they faced 
during projects’ implementations. BEN-East was 
among these three projects selected for being 
presented. 

Managers of Joint Secretariat of BSR programme 
held reports on new procedures of preparing 
applications within European Neighbourhood and 
Partnership Instrument provided the audience with 
information about the 1st call for project proposals 
launched on February, 25 that lasted till May, 30 
2008. 

A “Partner Search Café” offered participants a 
possibility to present their project ideas in order to 
attract partners from Belarus, Russia and EU 
countries who could take part in the future 
network.  These project ideas were published in the 
leaflet issued by organizers. 

         
Partner Search Cafe 

In the conference venue there was held a project 
exhibition illustrating how cooperation works in 
practice. Besides, the prospective applicants got an 
opportunity to consult experts from the European 
Commission Delegations on the current projects 
and the Joint Secretariat of INTERREG programmes 
on new project ideas. 
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More than 400 representatives from national, 
regional and local authorities, educational 
institutions, and NGO's from Russia, Belarus, 
Norway, and the European Union took part in the 
conference that was held in Hotel Park Inn 
Pribaltyskaya in St. Petersburg. 

Read more: http://eu.baltic.net  

Cooperation between cross-border structures 

and education and research sector being 

enhanced within BEN-East project 

 

International seminar “Role of educational and 

research organizations in cross-border cooperation” 
took place in Minsk – Belovezhskaya Puscha on 27-

30 May.  The seminar was organized by Nordic 
Council of Ministers Information Office in Saint-
Petersburg, local ecological foundation “Euroregion 
“Belovezhskaya Puscha” and Center for 
international research of Belorussian State 
University (BSU). 
 
Among the participants there were representatives 
of BEN-East project network, universities and other 
educational institutions of North-West Russia and 
Republic of Belarus, as well as representatives of 
EU countries. 
 

 
Residence of Ded Moroz in Belovezhskaya Puscha, 

Belarus 

The first part of the event was held in the Polish 
town of Belovezha, where Round Table with 
representatives of the local government and study-
trip to a farm was organized. The participants of 
the Round Table got the opportunity to listen to the 
Head of Belovezha’s local administration, Head of 
the Polish bureau of “Euroregion “Belovezhskaya 
Puscha” and specialists from INTERREG III A 
project devoted to development of tourism 
infrastructure in the Euroregion, educating 
specialists and creation of bicycle routes on the 
territory of Belovezhskaya Puscha.   

 
 
 
 
 

 
Round table in Belovezha, Poland 

 

The second part was held in Minsk in the premises 
of “Victoria” hotel and consisted of three sessions 
devoted to educational structures’ activities in the 
field of cross-border cooperation. 
 
The seminar was opened by welcoming speeches 
made by representatives of Latvian, Lithuanian and 
Russian Embassies in the Republic of Belarus as 
well as representatives of Presidential 
Administration and Ministry for Foreign Affairs of 
Belarus. In the frames of the first session, devoted 
to cross-border cooperation in education, 
researches from Saint-Petersburg and Belorussian 
State Universities and Russian Academy of Science 
presented their ideas on the subject. During the 
second session professors from BSU reported about 
research in the sphere of social-economic aspects 
of CBC. The academic part was concluded by 
presentations of contemporary education 
programmes and scientific projects prepared by 
representatives of universities from North-West 
Russia. 
 

 
Seminar venue, hotel “Victoria”, Minsk 

 

The seminar was held after passing official 
registration in the Ministry for Economic Affairs of 
the Republic of Belarus.  
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Conference on Cross-border cooperation in 
Tartu, Estonia 

Representatives of BEN-East project network took 
part in the conference “Regional development 

challenges of EU border regions in the context of 

the interaction between the EU and countries of its 

immediate “neighbourhood” held on 16 - 17 June 

2008 in Tartu, Estonia. 

The conference was organized by the University of 
Tartu Institute of Government Studies and 
Eurocollege (Tartu), Peipsi Center for 
Transboundary Cooperation and Estonian Foreign 
Policy Institute (Tallinn), as well as International 
Center for Black Sea Studies (Athens, Greece) and 
Institute of Advanced Studies (Vienna, Austria). 

The conference gathered representatives of 
educational organizations and CBC structures who 
discussed regional development challenges and 
opportunities of the EU’s easternmost regions in 
the context of cooperation with Russia and other 
bordering CIS countries – Belarus, Moldova, and 
Ukraine. 

      
Excursion to the Estonian-Russian border- crossing point 

Koidula within the Summer school 

The conference was followed by a Summer School 
on 18 – 20 June that took place in Tartu – Värska 
(Estonia) - Pechory (Russia).  

Please find more information at 
http://www.ctc.ee/CBCconference.html 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCE OF OTHER CBC RELATED 
EVENTS 

16th BSSSC Annual Conference “Shaping the 

future Baltic Sea Region - Sub-regional 

contribution to the EU Baltic Sea Strategy” 

 

17 - 19 September 2008, Kaunas, Lithuania 

 
Baltic Sea States Sub-regional Co-operation 
(BSSSC), the host region of Kaunas and the 
Committee of the Regions (CoR) in cooperation 
with the European Commission DG Regional Policy 
and the Baltic Sea Region Programme 2007-2013, 
are organizing the 16th BSSSC Annual Conference 
that will be held in Kaunas, Lithuania 17 - 19 

September 2008. The title of this year's conference 
is “Shaping the future Baltic Sea Region - Sub-

regional contribution to the EU Baltic Sea 

Strategy”. 
 
Round table “How to make the Baltic Sea Region 

an Accessible and Attractive place” will be arranged 
at the BSSSC Annual Conference on 18 September 

2008. It is one out of four round tables to be 
organized by the European Commission DG 
Regional Policy as a part of the work on the EU 
Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region. 
 
The Joint Technical Secretariat of BSR Programme 
in Rostock will prepare a Project Idea Café that will 
contribute to initiation of concrete cooperation 
projects in the BSR. 
 
Final date for registration is 15 August 2008. 
Registration forms have to be sent to 
bsssc.conference@gmail.com. 
 
Contact person:  
Greta Juul (Secretariat of BSSSС) 
e-mail: greta.juul@oppland.org 
 
Read more: www.bsssc.com 
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IVth Annual International Conference “Cross-

Border Cooperation: the Russian Federation, 

the European Union and Norway” 

 

29-30 September 2008, Pskov, Russia 
 
Since the year 2005 on the territory of the North-
West Federal District a series of annual 
international conferences on cross-border 
cooperation between the Russian Federation, the 
European Union and Norway is held. These events 
establish a site for meeting of actors and stake-
holders of cross-border cooperation, multi-faceted 
exchange of opinions on the most topical questions 
and elaboration of recommendations on its further 
development.  
 
The IVth annual international conference “Cross-

Border Cooperation: the Russian Federation, the 

European Union and Norway” will be organized on 
29-30 September 2008. It will be held in the Pskov 
oblast, the single subject of the Russian 
Federation, bordering three states, two of which – 
Latvia and Estonia – are the European Union 
states-members. 
 
Wide range of questions significant for cross-border 
cooperation of North-West region of Russia will be 
considered at the conference, e.g.: promising areas 
of interregional cooperation, importance of cross-
border cooperation for socio-economic 
development of the territories, regional strategic 
planning, promotion of tourism potential of border 
regions, projects of transport infrastructure 
development, and many others.  
 
It seems reasonable as well to highlight prospects 
of сross-border cooperation programmes under the 
ENPI 2007-2013 in view of co-financing from the 
Russian side.  
 
The focus of this year’s conference will be 
economic and political cooperation between Russia 
and Latvia. It is supposed to discuss prospects for 
further development of cooperation in view of the 
ratification of the Border Treaty between the 
Russian Federation and the Republic of Latvia and 
the results of the Days of the Pskov oblast in  
Latvia, held in 2007. 
 
The conference is organized jointly with the Round 
table on the BEN-East project that will be devoted  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
to development of tourism infrastructure in the 
Baltic Sea Region. 
 

 
Pskov 

 
Contact persons: 
Valentina Gorchakova (North-West Development 
and Investment Promotion Agency) 
Tel.: +7 812 622 14 87, fax: +7 812 622 18 25  
e-mail: gorchakova@investa.spb.ru  
 

Pavel Petrov (Contact Center of the Nordic Council 
of Ministers in Petrozavodsk) 
Tel./fax: +7 8142 783 534 
e-mail: pp@norden.ru  
 
Read more: www.investa.spb.ru  
 
Baltic Sea Region Programme Conference 

2008 

 

26-27 November 2008, Tallinn, Estonia 

Joint Technical Secretariat of BSR Programme in 
cooperation with Estonian Ministry of the Interior 
and Office of the Nordic Council of Ministers in 
Tallinn are organizing Baltic Sea Region  

Tallinn 
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Programme 2007-2013 that will be held in Tallinn 
on 26 November 2008.  

 
 

The aim of the conference is to provide a broader 
view at the Baltic Sea Region and inform about the 
new concept of the “Baltic Sea Strategy” prepared 
by the European Parliament and the European 
Commission. Achievements of projects part-
financed by the Baltic Sea Region INTERREG III B 
Programme 2000 - 2006 as well as some details 
about the start-up of the Baltic Sea Region 
Programme 2007-2013 will be presented. 
 
Around 500 participants from projects, 
programme's stakeholders, pan-Baltic 
organisations, governmental organisations, and the 
European Commission will get together in Tallinn. 
 
Together with the conference an information 
seminar and individual project consultations for 
Lead Applicants and project promoters intending to 
apply for the 2nd call for project applications will 
be held on 27-28 November.  
 
More information: http://eu.baltic.net 
 
 

INFORMATION ABOUT PROJECT PARTNERS 

 

Municipality “VYBORG DISTRICT” of 

Leningrad region 

 

 

Vyborg district is a vital part of 
Leningrad region, it is situated in 
the North, on Karelian isthmus. 
Here there is a state border with 
Finland as well as border of 
Leningrad region with the Republic 
of Karelia. The district is on the 
fourth place according to occupied territory, it 
includes 14 municipalities. The combination of two 
factors makes the district a unique and outstanding 
place. A profitable geographical position on the 
cross-road of the important ways between West 
and East has been contributed to the development 
of industry and business while beautiful nature and 
interesting historical monuments attract Russian 
and foreign investors, tourists, historians and 
people of art.  
 
Municipality is open for international cooperation 
and business partnership. Long fruitful contacts on 
the basement of friendship and trust have been 
established by different towns of the district. Towns 
of Vyborg and Svetlogorsk have close relationship  

 
 
 
 
 
with partner-towns of Sweden, Northern Norway 
and Southern Finland. 20 year anniversary of 
neighbouring relations between border towns of 
Vyborg and Lappeenranta was celebrated in 
December 2007. 
 
Vyborg and Vyborg district take part in 
international projects of the European Union, in the 
frames of which specialists from different spheres – 
economics, education, ecology, sport, culture, 
youth affairs and leisure – choose together aims 
and ways of regional development.  
 
International partnership creates positive 
investment climate, helps both the town and the 
district to attract new technologies, to open mutual 
enterprises, and to improve region’s image as a 
remarkable business and cultural centre of 
Leningrad region.        
 

 
Vyborg 

 
Contact information: 

 

Olga Kareva,  
Head of Department for Cross-Border Cooperation, 
Municipality “Vyborg District” of Leningrad region 
Tel.: +7 (81378) 35029  
e-mail: olga.kareva@city.vbg.ru  
http://www.city.vbg.ru  
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Partners of the project: 

No. Partner Location Contact person E-mail 

1 
Nordic Council of 
Ministers Information 
Office in St. Petersburg 

St. Petersburg, 
Russia 

Pavel Petrov 

Maria Dianova 

pp@norden.ru 

md@norden.ru 

2 
Nordic Council of 
Ministers Office in 
Lithuania 

Vilnius, 
Lithuania 

Šarūnas 
Radvilavičius sarunas@norden.lt 

3 
Nordic Council of 
Ministers Information 
Office in Kaliningrad 

Kaliningrad, 
Russia Arne Grove agr@norden.org 

4 NGO "Lake Peipsi Project 
(Pskov)" 

Pskov, 
Russia Olga Vasilenko olga@lake-peipus.net 

5 
Municipality “Vyborg 
region of Leningrad 
oblast” 

Vyborg, 
Russia Olga Kareva Olga.kareva@city.vbg.ru 

6 
Association "Council of 
Municipalities, Republic 
of Karelia" 

Petrozavodsk, 
Russia Aleksey Morozov 

Pakkanen@mail.ru 

amsu@onego.ru  

7 Kaliningrad Regional 
Duma 

Kaliningrad, 
Russia 

Boris Batalin 

Dmitry Fedorov 
batalin@duma.kaliningrad.org 

saks2005@gmail.com 

8 Council of Braslav 
district 

Braslav, 
Belarus Romuald Zhurnia braslav.sov@tut.by 

9 Murmansk Regional 
Board for Youth Affairs 

Murmansk, 
Russia 

Leonid Mostovoi 

Evgeny Goman 
mostovoi@mail.ru 

udmmo@lzl.ru 

10 
Local Ecological 
foundation “Euroregion 
“Belovezhskya Puscha” 

Minsk, 
Belarus 

Zoya 
Mechkovskaya zhuk@bsu.by 

11 Economy Committee of 
Grodno region 

Grodno, 
Belarus Victor Zdanchuk zdanchuk@mail.grodno.by 

12 

Centre of Russian-
European Interregional 
and Cross-border 
Cooperation 

St. Petersburg, 
Russia 

Valentina 
Gorchakova gorchakova@investa.spb.ru 

13 

Non-commercial 
partnership Kaliningrad 
regional Bureau of 
Euroregion “Sheshupe” 

Krasnoznamensk, 
Russia Natalia Konon AdmKrzRegion@mail.ru 
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Calender of the events for 2008 

Event Responsible partner  Place Date 

Guide on CBC regions in 
Russia and Belarus 

NCM Information Office in 
Saint-Petersburg; 

NGO “Lake Peipsi Project” 

Saint-Petersburg, 

Russia 

February - 
November 2008 

Study on cooperation 
between different border 
authorities 

NCM Information Office in 
Saint-Petersburg 

 

Saint-Petersburg, 

Russia 

March - 
September 2008 

Round table on 
development of tourism 
infrastructure in the Baltic 
Sea Region  

(In the frames of IVth 
Annual International 
Conference “CBC: the 
Russian Federation, the 
European Union and 
Norway” 

NGO “Lake Peipsi 
Project”; 

Center of Russian-
European interregional 
and cross-border 
cooperation  

Pskov, 

Russia 

29-30 September 
2008 

Newsletter #4 NCM Information Office in 
Saint-Petersburg; 

Municipality “Vyborg 
region” of Leningrad 
oblast 

Petrozavodsk – Saint-
Petersburg - Vyborg, 

Russia 

October 2008 

Final conference of  BEN-
East project 

Vth coordination group 
meeting 

NCM Information Office in 
Saint-Petersburg; 

Association “Council of 
municipalities, Republic 
of Karelia” 

Petrozavodsk, 

Russia 

11-12 December 
2008 

Newsletter #5 NCM Information Office in 
Saint-Petersburg; 

Municipality “Vyborg 
region” of Leningrad 
oblast 

Petrozavodsk – Saint-
Petersburg - Vyborg, 

Russia 

January 2009 

 


